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Ephesians 1:3-6 
"Reformed Theology: Election" 

 
 

Intro: The doctrine of the sovereignty of God 
 
 
-John Calvin on the sovereignty of God: "When the light of divine 
providence has once shown upon a godly man, he is then relieved and set 
free not only from the extreme anxiety and fear that were pressing him 
before, but from every care.  For as he justly dreads fortune, so he 
fearlessly dares commit himself to God.  His solace, I say, is to know that 
his heavenly Father so holds all things in His power, so rules by His 
authority and will, so governs by His wisdom, that nothing can befall him 
except He determine it." 
 
 
-The sovereignty of God over all things: Includes His sovereignty over 
salvation.   
 
 
*We must praise God for His _________ ______ of His people in ________ 
 
before the _____________ of the world.   
 
 
-The doctrine of election in Scripture: Oftentimes introduced with praise 
to God for His undeserved salvation. 
 
 
-Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms: Found 'in Christ Jesus.' 
 
 
-The doctrines of predestination and election: Prominent in our Lord's 
teaching and in the teaching of His apostles. 
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-The profound teaching of Jesus: "The reason why you do not hear them 
is that you are not of God" (John 8:47) and "You do not believe because 
you are not My sheep" (John 10:26). 
 
 
-Paul's teaching on predestination and election: Repeatedly points us 
back to the Old Testament examples. 
 
 
-'Foreknown' and 'known' in Scriptural usage: Oftentimes the equivalent 
of 'chosen.' 
 
 
-The two objections that Paul anticipates in Romans 9 in light of his 
teaching on God's unconditional election: Found in Romans 9:14 and 9:19. 
 
 
-The sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man: A great mystery, 
but not a contradiction.  
 
 
-God's sovereignty: Includes all of the means to all of the ends that God 
forever had in mind. 
 
 
-Personal Application: 


