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Colossians 3:5-11 
"The Mortification of Sin" 

 
 

Intro: The great influence of the Puritan theologian John Owen 
 
 
-John Owen's The Death of Death in the Death of Christ: A masterpiece in 
demonstrating that Jesus' death on the cross did not make salvation a 
mere possibility. 
 
 
-The three possibilities with regard to the death of Jesus Christ:  Jesus did 
for some of the sins of all people, in which no one would be saved; Jesus 
died for all of the sins of all people, in which all people would be saved; 
Jesus died for all of the sins of some people, in which the elect of God are 
saved.   
 
 
-John Owen's thesis in another masterpiece, The Mortification of Sin: "The 
choicest of believers, who are assuredly freed from the condemning 
power of sin, should also make it their business all of their days to mortify 
the indwelling power of sin." 
 
 
*We must heed the call of God to ________ those sinful _________ and  
 
________ that once owned us prior to conversion. 
 
 
-Sanctification: By faith plus self-denial, making use of the means of grace, 
fighting the good fight, putting on the full armor of God, and mortifying 
the sinful desires of the sinful flesh. 
 
 
-The sins we are to mortify: Pretty pervasive in the Christian church. 
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-An important detail to recognize in Scripture: Holiness is frequently 
contrasted with sexual immorality. 
 
 
-Evil desires and covetousness: Two sins that all Christians need to 
mortify. 
 
 
-Anger, wrath, and malice: Totally inconsistent with our belief in the 
absolute sovereignty and infinite wisdom of God. 
 
 
-A powerful reminder that sin against God is a really big deal: Found in 
Paul's words, "On account of these the wrath of God is coming." 
 
 
-A glorious truth in light of the wrath of God against sin:  Jesus' death on 
the cross was a mighty work of propitiation.   
 
 
-Two calls on the lives of Christians: The call to put off the old sinful ways 
and put on the new ways of obedience to what God says in His word. 
 
 
-The false teachers in Colossae: Causing divisions because of their false 
teaching. 
 
 
-Personal Application: 


