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Ephesians 1:15-23 
"Hope, Inheritance, & Power" 

 
 

Intro: Martin Luther's 'The Bondage of the Will' 
 
 
-A one-sentence summary of Luther's great book:  "Free will without 
God's grace is not free at all, but is the permanent prisoner and bondslave 
of evil since it cannot turn itself to good."   
 
 
-John Calvin in his 'Institutes of the Christian Religion':  "The word of God 
does not leave a 'half life' to man, but it teaches that he has utterly died 
as far as the blessed life is concerned." 
 
 
-William Tyndale on the natural man's natural condition:  "The text is 
plain: We were stone dead, and without life and power to do or consent 
to good." 
 
 
*We must recognize that the _________ state of the ________ man is one 
 
of _________ death and ________ to the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
 
 
-The second chapter of Ephesians:  Still setting forth the majesty of the 
Christian's salvation.   
 
 
-The clear, consistent teaching of Scripture:  The person who has not 
been born again is spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. 
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-The clear, consistent teaching of Scripture: Consistently denied by a 
whole host of churches and denominations. 
 
 
-One's understanding of salvation:  Largely dependent upon one's 
understanding of the natural man's condition of being dead in sin. 
 
 
-The word 'world' in Scripture:  Oftentimes used as an ethical term to 
describe fallen, sinful humanity in rebellion against God.   
 
 
-A profound truth from the 12th chapter of Revelation:  The devil leads 
the whole world astray.     
 
 
-The word 'flesh' in Scripture:  Oftentimes refers to the sinful desires of 
sinful hearts.  
 
 
-A key point to remember in light of Paul's use of 'children of wrath':  
Predestination took place before the foundations of the world, and 
adoption takes place the moment that a sinner believes in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for salvation.   
 
 
-Jonathan Edwards' teaching in 'The Freedom of the Will':  A person 
always chooses according to the strongest inclination of his or her will. 
 
 
-Personal Application: 
 


