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Revelation 2:8-11 
"The Church at Smyrna: 'Be Faithful Unto Death'"* 

 
 

Introduction: The faith of the martyrs in the face of death 
 
 
• Ignatius of Antioch (“Theophorus”):  “Suffer me to become food for 

the wild beasts.  Let me be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts 
that I may be found the pure bread of Christ.” 

 
 
• Justin Martyr:  scourged and beheaded for his faithfulness to Christ. 
 
 
• William Tyndale, the great Bible-translator:  strangled to death with 

an iron chain before his corpse was blown up with gunpowder 
 
 
• One of the most dramatic stories in church history:  found in the life 

of Polycarp 
 
 
Christians must courageously heed the ______________ of Christ to be  
 
__________________ unto ____________________. 
 
 
• Some common elements in the seven letters:   
 
1. An opening address;  
2. An identification of Jesus that is derived from the first chapter;  
3. Jesus' claim of knowledge;  
4. An evaluation with a rebuke or a commendation;  
5. A call to repentance or a call to persevere;  
6. A promise to those who conquer;  
7. An exhortation to hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
 
 

• The two churches that have nothing bad said about them:  the 
church at Smyrna and the church at Philadelphia 

 
 
• What those persecuted unto death need to hear:  The once-

crucified Savior is the risen and triumphant Savior. 
  
  
• Tribulation because of faithfulness to Christ:  part of the lot for the 

Christian.  
  
 
• The early Christians:  Essentially “canceled” long before our dread-

ful '“cancel culture” 
  
 
• The persecution of the early Christians:  came from unbelieving 

Jews as well as the Roman Empire. 
 
 
• A reason why we repeatedly read, “Do not fear”:  natural tendency 

is to fear many things 
 
 
• “The devil will throw some of you into prison”:  a reminder that the 

devil used unbelieving Jews and Romans to persecute God's people.  
 
 
• Personal Application: 
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*To view this sermon online go to YouTube.com, and search North Fort Myers 

presbyterian Church Live stream. 


